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DEAR ABBY: My
husband and I have built
and begun using a second
home. We have entertained
some wonderful
houseguests here.

Last weekend, a couple of
longtime friends, “Shirley”
and “Arnold,” came to stay
for three days. They were
the most miserable three
days I can remember,
mostly because of Arnold.

He dominated all
conversation, expected all
his food to be served to
him — even though the
dessert course was
explicitly buffet-style —
made noises while eating
and never once offered to
prepare any food.

The final straw came
during the last night of
their stay. Arnold came into
the living room in his
pajamas, laid down on the
couch and, when he saw
what we were already
watching on TV, said, “I
prefer the History channel.”
I was so dumbfounded I
could only laugh.

Needless to say, we are not
planning to invite Arnold
and Shirley back (which
creates some other
problems). What, if
anything, should I say to
this couple? And are there
any books or other
resources on “how to be a
good houseguest” that I can
send him anonymously?
DISTURBED IN THE DESERT

DEAR DISTURBED:
Because Arnold and Shirley
are “longtime friends,” it is
surprising that you hadn’t
noticed the husband’s
boorish behavior before. But
sometimes you don’t get to

really know a person until
after you have lived with
him.

I do not recommend try-
ing to educate this man on
good manners at this late
date. It is amazing how
thin-skinned people with
Arnold’s lack of sensitivity
for others can be.

Nor should you send him
any anonymous literature.
He and his wife would
know where it came from,
so please don’t sink to that
level.

Sometimes silence speaks
the loudest. Do not invite
them again, and that will
convey your message.

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I disagree
about when to take down
the Christmas decora-
tions. I know there are
some superstitions asso-
ciated with leaving them
up too long or taking
them down too soon.

Also, should the tree be
taken down before or af-
ter the New Year?
WEARY ELVES IN TENNESSEE

DEAR WEARY ELVES: I
am unaware of any super-
stitions concerning Christ-
mas decorations. Many
people leave their decora-
tions (and trees) up if they
are entertaining for New
Year’s Eve.

However, common sense
dictates that when the nee-
dles start falling and the tree
shows signs of drying out, it
should be disposed of so it
doesn’t become a fire haz-
ard.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Don’t invite
friends back

dear abby

Two of the desert’s most gifted guys
have joined their special talents to pro-
duce what neither could do alone.

Bill Marx and Gerry Bucci are creating
an audiobook, “Son of Harpo Speaks,” of
Marx’s memoir about his famous father.

Harpo’s screen trademark was remain-
ing mute as he performed his shenani-
gans. His best-selling biography was titled
“Harpo Speaks.” Ergo, Bill’s book “Son of
Harpo Speaks.”

Bill is the Juilliard-trained musician who
composed symphonies, performed con-
certos, released albums and has enter-
tained us from many a desert piano.

Bucci was technical director of televised
Olympic games, major sitcoms and celebri-
ty features. His four Emmys stand proudly
on a shelf in his Rancho Mirage home.

For a couple of hours most days, Marx
and his voice come to Bucci’s home and
equipment. Marx reads a few pages of his
book each time while Bucci records, filling
in music and sound effects where appro-
priate. Bill, who is good at Marx Brothers
voices, has them speaking from heaven as
Bucci supplies echo chamber effects.

If Marx breathes between sentences or
pauses between words, poof, Bucci takes
out the breathing, shortens the pauses.

The duo has finished nine of the 24
chapters and expects to finish the product
early next year.

“We’re like brothers,” said Bucci. “We
have a lot in common.”

For one thing, both were adopted. They
have already recorded the place in the
book where Marx explains that one con-
dition of his adoption was that it be to a
Catholic family. Harpo Marx was Jewish.
If you want to know the story of how that

was resolved, read or listen to the book.

flowers, were College of the Desert pres-
ident Jerry Patton, COD Foundation
president Ward Fredericks, Rancho Mi-
rage Mayor Ron Meepos, Palm Springs
Mayor Steve Pougnet and Rancho Mirage
library director David Bryant.

Plus Palm Desert Mayor Bob Spiegel;
Rancho Mirage councilmen Dana Ho-
bart, Richard Kite and Gordon Moller;
and Palm Desert city manager Carlos Or-
tega.

And Joel Hochberg, Thom Smotrich,
Bob Messner and Stan Greene.

Also, Dr. Charles Monell, Dr. Gerald
Benston, John Conboy, Marc Glassman,
and Ted Pethes, etc.

Some of the men brought their wives,
for which we forgive them.

Sex education
When local writer Diane Marlin-Dirkx

was asked what book made the greatest
impact on her in her lifetime, the answer
wasn’t “War and Peace” or “The Brothers
Karamazov” or “Ulysses.”

It was “Not As a Stranger,” which she
read in her teen years because it intro-
duced her to sex.

“What were those two horses doing?
Fighting?” she asked her girlfriend, who
had loaned her the book, about one se-
quence she hadn’t understood. Thus, Di-
ane learned about the birds and the bees.
And the horses.

From then on, Diane never looked at
adults the same way. Everyone was sus-
pect — her parents, teachers, clergymen,
that couple at the next table in the restau-
rant.

allene arthur

Locals talk about audiobook

That other sex
Women who attend luncheons given by

organizations or charities to present
awards or raise funds or install officers or
honor someone are used to swarms of
other women attendees.

What we’re not used to is the masculine
presence at affairs usually attended by
women.

At the National Philanthropy Day lun-
cheon staged by the Association of
Fundraising Professionals, Desert Commu-
nities Chapter, at Agua Caliente Casino Re-
sort, there were, of course, the usual herds
of well-dressed, sociable, altruistic women.

But the manly addition gave the gather-
ing a subtle shot of testosterone. We love
the male presence.

The event’s honorees were Peggy and
Don Cravens, outstanding philanthropists;
the H.N. & Frances C. Berger Founda-
tion, outstanding philanthropic founda-
tion; Robert Fey, outstanding volunteer;
Pegasus/Club Kids, outstanding youth in
philanthropy; and Family Development,
outstanding philanthropic corporation.

Seated around the dining room, like
sturdy oaks among a field of blooming

Allene Arthur’s column appears Mondays. Reach her at 323-6014;
fax 323-5816; e-mail arth71@aol.com

comparing Obama’s celebri-
ty to that of Britney Spears
and Paris Hilton, the hotel
heiress jumped right into
the fray. Sitting poolside in a
bikini, Hilton announced
her mock-candidacy for the
presidency. More than
8 million watched.

7. Sarah Silverman and
Matt Damon: ABC’s Jimmy
Kimmel got an interesting
surprise from his then-girl-
friend Sarah Silverman dur-
ing a show in early 2008. In
the video — the name of
which isn’t fit to print —
Silverman ever so slightly
suggested that she was sleep-
ing with Matt Damon.

8. Puppy Cam: The litter
is now being dispersed, but
while the six Shiba Inu pups
were together, they were
stars on Ustream.tv’s “Pup-
py Cam.” More than 4 mil-
lion watched the young
dogs — Autumn, Amaya,
Aymui, Aki, Akoni and An-
do — grow up.

9. Frozen Grand Central:
Flash mobs seem so early
2000s, but one stunt by the
New York comedy troupe
Improv Everywhere discov-
ered that jokes on a bewil-
dered public can still charm.
In a video posted in late
January, the group gathered
200 “agents” to suddenly
stand frozen in place at New
York’s Grand Central Ter-
minal for five minutes while
confused travelers gawked at
the strange sight. The video
has been watched by more
than 14 million.

10. Late-night hosts
brawl: During the writers
strike, late-night hosts were
downright desperate for
material. So in a mock feud
over who was most influen-
tial to Mike Huckabee’s un-
likely rise among Republi-
can presidential candidates,
Conan O’Brien, Jon Stewart
and Stephen Colbert con-
vened to settle the score. In
a hysterical fight, the three
hosts battled to a perfect
tri-knock-out.

Continued from D1

Bill Russell.
If you have the money, tak-

ing the family to an NBA bas-
ketball game is a great holiday
experience.

Go to nba.com for schedules
and links to individual team
sites.

Me? Maybe I’ll go to a Clip-
pers game.

— BRUCE FESSIER

GIFT OF TIME
If you’ve ever been without

access to a clock or time piece
(like in a casino), you know
that disconcerting feeling. Now
imagine what it’s like to be
blind.

The Braille Institute sells
talking watches for $30 to $40,
depending on what kind of
bells and whistles (so to speak)
you want as extras.

Institute official Barry
Hamm actually doesn’t rec-

ommend watches with alarms
for everyone because turning
them off can generate a panic
attack. But, if you’re going to
give a blind person a watch,
remember, it’s also a good idea
to give your time to make
your gift more valuable.

— BRUCE FESSIER

THERAPY
SESSION

You can go to a local mall
and get a good rub-down.

But, for a special holiday gift,
give your loved one some real
pampering at a local spa.

There are a number of great
spas around the Coachella Val-
ley, but the newest, at the Riv-
iera Resort & Spa in Palm
Springs, offers a surreal envi-

GIFTS: It’s better to do than receive
Continued from D1 ronment as well as the works.

The Watsu Experience gives
you a choice of different types
of exotic massages, including a
specialty from the South Pa-
cific, plus a scrub or a wrap
and a dip in a whirlpool with
palm trees around it to give
you that mid-century modern
feel.

Call 327-8311 for prices and
availability.

— BRUCE FESSIER

TURN UP
THE HEAT

Whether you have trouble
boiling water or you want to
cook like Emeril Lagasse,
Cooking with Class in La
Quinta has classes for people
of all kitchen skill levels.

And ages, said Jane Angwin,
who owns the cooking school
with her daughter, Executive
Chef Andie Hubka.

There are classes for kids
that teach kitchen safety and
hygiene in addition to teaching
how to make more than a
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wich.

Start with a knife basics class
($55) or go for the 26-week
professional series or 10-week
baking series.

Most single, hands-on classes
run $60-$75, “depending on
whether there’s wine in-
volved,” Angwin said.

Cooking with Class is at
47-875 Caleo Bay Drive, Suite
A107 (near Rite Aid on Wash-
ington Street and Avenue 48).

Information: 777-1161;
cookingwith
classlaquinta.com.

— JUDITH SALKIN

Talking watch for the blind
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